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OFFSHORE ISLANDS 


ChiComs expected te follow capture Ichiaag 


(18 Jan} with further assaults on Tachen 


group. 


A. 





Bengt 
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: gare tsoued by 10, 900 regulars ang 


> any time, 


~ Communists may also renew ¥ operatians. 


Smalier outlying islands of Tachens 
command--Yushan (northeast), Pishan 
and Nanchishag (southwest)--are in 


immediate danger, These held by 


total 2,500 regulars (all on Nanchishan) 


and 3,150 guerrillas. 
Assaults on two strongest islands.ip.. 


group-~Upper and Lower Tachen, 


2, 750 guerrillas--also possible at 


+ 


benicar Quemoy, to south. 
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3. WNetionalists, aware that ChiComs 


ih _ capable taking any or alt offshore 





% 15iands in ace exclusively ChiNat 


Opogs ition, may be considering 








evacuation of garrisons, beginning 
with Tachens. 


At ichiang, @® regiment aud two battalions 
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Po g4 ChiCom troops (about 4,500}, with air 
‘und sea su ippurt, .<aded at 1435 (W155 


vi: ghangten time) oa 18 Jan. ichiang 


frat seatetee a teal we 5s 


‘(garrisoned by “ 900 Chi Nat guerrillas) 


 cpparently captured less than two hours 


later. 











A. Landings fF -llowed morning air’ ‘attacks, 
| (at least 60 sorties) (on, fetieay. and, 
main Tachens by Chi Gon fighters, 
bombers. RESP air str 


artillery on -Toume tr Tehiaag, 


met 


staited "intende fires" acceriang 


e 


:O AAG), apparently softened gies 





pe. 
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°B. Full extent Tacher losses due air 


raids (18-i9 Jan) not yet known, but 


ChiNats say 70 tons 


! 
| 
believed hard hit. 
| 
| 





supplies (Xmas gift from American 
relief societies) destroyed. Hation- 
alist air force weather and radio range 
station destroyed. Several clher 

at. atts eds buildings flattened: 


Ichiang landing force used four LSM, 










m=. B LCL, plus 50 junks. Apparently came 
ie from: Toumen Island, (tive mi. north), 


3 supported iE tivo frigates and about 











$0 peter ‘to attack. 


atrol craft. Dae 
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ln pitas rig 
pproved For: { 300500 100 
| 5. Landings bit north, west eon pgs 29:0 


Ichiang, western: ‘pide South Ichtang at 


Tachens HQ cut five minutes later. 


{ 
| 
| 1435 (their time). Communications ween 
if 
t 
i 


Peiping announced invasion begun at 


1400, Ichiang "liberated" at 1600. 


Tachen command “wrete off" (eniane 
at L7u0. | 

Invasion remarkable for speed accom- 7 
plishmer:._ Ichiang coastal ieerain is 


t 
React 


eeeen: ‘uffs cocky; scueren sen must 


ceebhe e  g —r 


ave been essentially’ ‘scaling ‘etfort. 





MAAG ‘says attack "exellent y coe 





ordinated and carried 







F, With capture, 








aay sgainet min ti 
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/1V. Situation. now ripe. for Chiom.4ny 
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TIL. ‘Attack on 







Tehiang came almost without 


warning. 
















On morning of 18th, MAAG reported air 
raids, noted clear weather, said Conm- 
munist ships active in area. However, 
Saw "no indications of amphibious 
attack." . 

Ce Effectiveness of chiCom planning and 
security applies to future operations. 
against ‘other Nationalist—held, Aslanapy 


Any or all could be similarly, pit wis 


little or no warning. 





“other Tachens, 
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Cc. 








Perera 





35 mi. SW), 
MAAG reports “many ChiCom ships’ near. 
by. Held by 1,500 Nationalist. guer- 
rillas, Pishan could not withstand an 
attack similar to that made on Ichiang. 
MAAG also reports ChiConm boat concen- 
trations near Yushan (35 mi. NE), has 
suggested this island may soon come 
under attack. | | | 
Communist artillery on Chikushan, 


(9 mi. SW main. Tachens) , reported by _ 








MAAG to have shelled Tacheps. on 19 Jan, 


With Reavy Chicon air. attacks, cont iau- 
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VI. Nationalists risking further Losses of 
2 mejor. naval vessels by sending twe de- 


LenS . 


fast 


stroyers, three DE's ta Ta 





Al This. ip brave last-resort measure to 





break up possible Communist invasion 








;, “dad might be of some help. 
Commas ists have air superior- 


te | Wationalist ships will 








air attack 





am 


Bg of 20th 










twice sunk~™ | 
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_ Situation 07 Satyonalist «arrives 


Ta9Cbens Dlesk. 


A. 


‘panned level of supplies not reached. 
Critical items are meats, cooking Cris, 
some types of ammunition. 

B. Communist bombing and sheiling of 


Tachen harbor could make it unusable 


for further supply operations. 


‘morale 


ef entire gerrison probably low nox... 


Might col lapse if ChiComs fake: y Large= 


scale Laudsng, 


Chiang Kai-shek may be considering with»... 


- @raWal of Tachens garrison. eo 


A. However, time for effective evacuation 
of garrison may have passeds. Unless. 

US forces were to covet ers 
Ccumehir i kine 
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eee Formass, even though islands have little 






wilitiary importance. : ; 


aA. Taipei press reports of Formosa 


“invasion jitters" after 18 Jan attack. 


B. Subsequently, expressions of disappoint~. 





ment and vexation at indications 7 








US 7th Fieet will not protect Taghens 








or other ofrshore islands. — : 


Further Communist successes’ will “in- | 
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| - B. However, South Korea, Philippines | , 
. Thailand, free states of Indochina ,- | | 
and to lesser extent Japan, would | : 
| ail be concerned over Communist =|. 
| : _wight wonder how far they 
| Pe dit-on“ US support in ener- | : 
ne a 
| XI. “Nationalist Retaliation i | 


xi. Taipei press reports Nationalist 
j end . : we : ‘ 7 


Planes have retaliated for Ichiang 
ae ea ee He ae 





attas | 
| | 
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ous Ambakia air Rankin 9 January ke 





ee of war." 


“minister told 


wen 








ranseee ‘Wehain OF matdal retatiatier 


“Ambassador Rank 
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